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There the fact soon becomes evident that a thoroughgoing
transformation is to be made in the nature of the French
State. On July 9 the French Parliament votes to give the
P6tain Government full powers to establish a new constitu-
tion. The vote in the Chamber of Deputies is 395 to 3; in the
Senate, 225 to i. This constitution has been drawn up mainly
by Vice-Premier Laval and provides for an authoritarian gov-
ernment under Marshal Petain as "Chief of State." The fol-
lowing day the National Assembly meets and adopts the
P6tain-Laval plan (subject to a national referendum) by 569
votes to 80. Nearly one-third of the elected representatives
of the French people are absent. The next day Marshal
Petain calls on President Lebrun and informs him that he has
taken over his powers and added them to his own powers as
Premier; and on July 12 he designates M. Laval as his even-
tual successor, "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity" is abolished
in favor of "Work, Family, Country."
On July 14 France observes the isist anniversary of the
storming of the Bastille. Last year the national festival was
the occasion for a great display of military might in the
Champs Elysees, in the presence, among other notables, of
Mr. Winston Churchill. This year it falls on a Sunday and
is observed as a national day of mourning. From London,
Mr. Churchill, now Prime Minister, broadcasts as follows:
"Who could foresee what the course of a year would bring?
Who can foresee what the course of other years will bring?
Faith is given to us as a help and comfort when we stand in
awe before the unfurling scroll of human destiny. And I